
  

 

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Vol. 90, No. 2  Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin February, 2015 

“Continue Strong” Brothers and Sisters!   

“Inspired by the Hope of our Lord Jesus Christ!”   Welcome to 2015 as we are at an exciting time 
of the year—our days get longer—the weather is more tolerable—spring seems very close—and  the 
Son (Sun) grows stronger every day!  I want to say thank you.  I received several comments from 
visitors who visit regularly on Christmas.  It appeared that things have changed here as they felt a 
much warmer feeling here as they rubbed shoulders with our members.  Thank you, and I would 
agree with those statements and I commend you as you joyfully reach out to visitors and to those who 
don’t know Jesus.  This warmness has everything to do with our “growing and inspired relationship 
with Jesus Christ”!  Please look forward to hearing more about our Inspired Journey—Sharing—
Growing—Serving in the coming months as we seek to “Continue Strong” as God directs our moving 
forward. 
  
We are seeking to position ourselves so we can meet the needs of our ministry needs here at 
Immanuel and be able to build for present and future generations.  You have responded on the last 
10 months of our Inspired Journey with increased offerings and we seem to be very close on meeting 
our financial goals.  Oh, we have a little ways to go, yet God will bless us in those efforts.  Thank you 
again for your help and efforts you are God’s gift here to the lost in Wisconsin Rapids and community.  
I pray that God Inspires you even more as we “Continue Strong” in the second year.  

Pastor John 
 

1) If you’ve lost a loved one recently, consider Griefshare, which begins on Thursday, January 29th at 
6:00-8:00 p.m. and continues through Lent.  Meeting place will be Herman-Taylor Funeral home.    

2) “Inspired” celebration for our 1st year as we look forward to “Continuing Strong”.  
3) Small Group for Men on 2nd and 4th Saturdays from 7:45-9:00 a.m. in school conference room.   
4) Couples’ small groups are meeting on Thursdays evenings—check schedule.  

Please Remember in Your prayers:  Peace for the unrest in the world—Violence here in the states, 
terrorism wherever it is happening in the world—prayers for our leaders who are striving to be wise—
those who protect us and the world.  Terrorism here and abroad—fears throughout nations for the 
future—troubles in our individual lives are all powerful reminders for us to cling to our Savior.  We 
know the hope we have for our future helps us cope and live boldly today for Jesus Christ.  Here is a 
prayer you can put on your fridge and use this prayer daily for a while, for hope and certainty (From 
Meyer Minute):   
 
“Almighty and eternal God, last month we read about  King Hezekiah, his humility and Your 
response.  Today we come before You with humility a nd reverence and beg You to look down 
with help for our troubled and terrorized world.  O h, how broken and sinful is our humanity!  
We beg You to give to all Your baptized resolute de termination to pursue justice in our own 
lives, in our neighborhoods and communities, to sho w loving kindness to all, and to walk 
humbly before You.  We pray that You give to the me n and women who guide the nations of 
this world the courage of leadership that demonstra tes persuasive wisdom so that all people f 
all faiths can live in peace.  Lord, be merciful an d hear our prayer.  Amen” 



  
 A Heart for the Lost!  - I often marvel at all the changes our senior 
generations have seen in their lifetimes as many of them leave this world 
and enter the Church Triumphant.  It was the last part, namely—the 
Church that I found myself thinking (late at night) about.  Jesus began 
the NT Church when He said: “Upon this ROCK (Peter’s Confession of 
Christ) I will build My church and the gates of hell will not prevail against 
it”—and in Acts when God unleashed the Holy Spirit upon the Disciples 
and believers alike in the local church.  The church (local) too has 
undergone many changes in the last 100 plus years.  Language, liturgy, 
music, physical locations, livelihoods of members, community changes, 
pastoral leadership, members’ education, active generations, the 
breakdown of denominations,—all play into what the church has gone 
through to become who She is today.  I don’t want to give you the 
impression that the church is just another institution that comes and goes 
with the changes of time—that’s not the case.  The local church—the 
True church stands on the Word of God and it is from the unchanging 
truth of the Gospel that the church preaches, teaches and ministers to 
those in a changing society.  No matter the time or culture, our Lord finds a way through the church to minister 
to people today.  Our Lord has “a heart for the lost!’ 

 
It seems like an overwhelming challenge.  According to a recent Wall Street Journal article, only 11% of the 

French and 11% of Germans attend services each week.  While there are still true believers in Europe, it 
seems the church has become dead for most of Europe.  In the 1990s, 30% of the American people were 
unchurched.  Today, two decades later, 43% are unchurched.  This is an alarming trend.  “If we want to turn 
that trend around, we’ve got to understand what these people are thinking, what they’re doing, why they are 
making these choices”, says George Barna.  Current world population is 7,000,000,000 with 1,750,000,000 
confessing Jesus as Savior and certainly not all of them are churched—We have work to do and God has 
placed us here to do just that. 
  
 What can we do to impact change of the growing trend of the unchurched?  First, we remember the 
unchurched are people.  When we say aloud with Mary and Martha: “Yes, Lord; I believe that You are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the worl d”  the Holy Spirit has the opportunity to reverse the 
trend and impact people.  When we say to our neighbor, “How can I help?” and then do it, the Holy Spirit has 
that opportunity to reverse the trend and impact people.  On Sondays (oops—Sundays), Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays we can chose to make Immanuel a warm and inviting 
community so those who see us, will see the Inspired difference in us? 
  
 Philip Yancey in his book: Church: Why Bother” said: “Jesus gave us a model for the work of the church at 
the Last Supper.  While His disciples kept proposing more organization – Hey, let’s elect officers, establish a 
hierarchy, set standards of professionalism – Jesus quietly picked up a towel and basin of water and began to 
wash their feet.  “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you,” He said (John 13:15).  
I have come to recognize this spirit of service as the single greatest hallmark of a church doing the will of God.  
[Makes you think, doesn’t it.] 
  
 The Holy Spirit will be the one to reverse the trend and He will use us as His tools to make that happen.  
When the opportunity arises, listen, ask them a question or two and introduce them to your friend—invite, 
invite, invite!  Having a “heart for the lost” is a worthy goal for a “Joy-fill, Christ-centered family: Equipped, 
Encourage and Empowered to do acts of love throughout our community.  See you soon!  

 
Pastor John 
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GO PARENTS!!! 
 

 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might.  6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart.  7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, a nd shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you l ie down, and when you rise.   8 You shall bind 

them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  9 You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.”  ~Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (ESV)  

 
 Every month there seems to be some holiday we 
could celebrate, in fact if you search hard enough, 
you can find some holiday for every day of the year.  
February is no different, besides the Super Bowl, 
Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day and Black History 
month; February is also National Parent Leadership 
Month.  The purpose of this is to celebrate and honor 
the roles parents play in raising healthy families in 
their homes and in their communities.  Now I want to 
go on the record saying, that I celebrate the role of 
our parents every month, because the role our 
parents play is vital to growing God’s Kingdom.  So 
much so, that the greatest commandment first 
recorded in Deuteronomy 6 and then repeated by 
Jesus during His ministry, was first spoken to a group 
of parents. 

  
 God spoke to the people of Israel and He told them to “love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might.”  He says “you shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when 
you lie down and when you rise.” 
 
 Parents, you have a direct command from God Himself to teach your children how they are to 
love.  Jesus said that all of the commandments hinge on these two, “love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, soul and strength and love your neighbor as yourself.”  It is all about love for God and love 
for neighbor and it is your job to teach this to your children.  I want to stress this point; it is your job, 
parents, to teach this to your children. 
  
 As parents you have the greatest amount of influence over your children and they are looking to 
you for guidance.  You in turn can look to God, turn to the church for resources and support and you 
will in fact find it.  Teach your children what it means to love God and love others.  Teach them on the 
way to church, during church, after church, during the week, in your home, at the dinner table, before 
bed, when they wake up and when they you are out and about in the town.  It is a big job, but you’re 
the best one for it.  Go Parents!!! 

In The Service of the Savior! 
Pastor Tim Ritter 

 
 
 
 
 



  
Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 
 

 It seems like much more than a month has passed since writing my last Newsletter article – it’s hard to 
believe that all of the recent blessings that God has showered upon us have come in a span of 30 days (give 
or take)!  We are only halfway through January as I write, and 2015 has already yielded so many incredible 
things!  We wrapped up our penny war on December 21st, but received additional gifts afterward bringing our 
total to $303.  Many thanks to everyone who participated in this wonderful opportunity to support some worthy 
organizations in Wisconsin Rapids.  We also were blessed with an opportunity to celebrate this generosity with 
some wonderful family time on December 28! 

Shortly after all of the wonderful Christmas celebrations, the attention in the Barrett household shifted to 
something very different: A trip that would change our lives!  To be very honest, December kept me so busy 
that I never formed any expectations about our trip to Guatemala.  I know that I would be experiencing a very 
different culture and lifestyle, and I knew that I was very excited about my first mission trip outside of the U.S. 
but that was about it.  I was completely blown away by the people of San Pablo and all of the details of life in 
Guatemala.   

 First of all, the mountains everywhere are breathtaking.  Here is a few from our flight, 
and one from the river that’s a short walk from San Pablo.  I was constantly in awe of God’s 
beautiful creation! 

I was also completely in awe of the people of San Pablo.  There are so many ways in 
which we are so very similar – we heard parents struggling with getting their children to eat 
nutritious food when they’d rather have candy and chips, we saw people scrolling through 
Facebook on their phones, we sang songs together, we teased each other, and we 
appreciated the company of friends and family together.  But, as to be expected, there are 
so many ways in which our lives our completely different!  The language barrier is of course 
the most obvious (though you’d be surprised how easy that is to overcome—
especially with the children)!  There is also a huge cultural difference when it 
comes to patience and contentment.  People from surrounding villages walked 
for hours, and then waited even longer to be seen at our medical clinic.  Most of 

us are guilty of being upset when we have to wait 
longer than 20-30 minutes in an Urgent Care/Walk-
in sort of situation.  People throughout our country 
are on different ends of the spectrum fighting about 
the changes in healthcare, rather than being 
thankful that we have doctors nearby that we can 
get in to see, period!  That is simply not the case for the people of these villages.  
It’s not always a matter of means, but is often because of a system that simply 
doesn’t work.  Which brings me to one of the biggest difficulties for me to wrap my 
American mind around – the water situation.  The people in San Pablo have 
access to water, it’s even running water, but only for an hour or two each day, and 

it’s not clean.  Most of them know it’s not safe, but it’s all they know, so there’s no rush to fix it.  That seems 
unfathomable to us – who are so used to this convenience being more like a basic human right in our minds.  
Most families pay to have jugs of clean water brought in for drinking, but the unclean water is still used for 
washing hands, bathing, cooking, and many other things.   
All in all we learned so much from the people in Guatemala, and we pray that we 

were able to use 
God’s many gifts to 
us to be a blessing to 
others.  Our goal was 
to follow Christ’s 
example in caring for 
people in tangible 
ways, as well as giving them a much greater gift 
in hearing the Gospel proclaimed!  I can’t wait to 
tell you more in worship on February 15th! 

Your Sister in Christ, 
Tara Barrett, DCE 



  
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Board of Directors Meeting – January 19, 2015 
 

 Dale Dix called the meeting to order at 4:45. 

 Pastor John opened with devotion reading from “Autopsy of a Deceased Church.” 

 Approval of minutes from December 15, 2014:  Motion by Jon Lee, second by Pastor John to approve 
minutes.  Motion carried. 

 
 Official Acts:  Motion by Pastor John, second by Jon Lee to accept.  Motion carried. 

 Pastor John, Pastor Tim, and Tara Barrett’s reports are available. 

 Treasurer’s Report and Financial Secretary’s Reports are available.  Jon will present financial summary to 
congregation at 1/21 and 1/25 services. 

 
 President’s Report is available.  There will be a meeting of the BOD, MTT, Inspired, and Elders on 1/24 

from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. to develop a plan for a building fund while working through our current operating 
budget. 

 
 Principal’s Report, Minutes from the Ministry of Day School January 13 Meeting, Child Care Reports and 

Budgets are available. 
 
 Human Care report is available. 
 
 Tony Belanger, Stewardship Chairman, presented a new draft of a communication card with Inspired logo, 

Joyful response indicator with “2-D bar code” for smart phone donations. 
 
 Old Business: 
 Constitution Revision:  plan to schedule 1 open forum, information meetings, and congregational vote, 

which would include any additional voting items to be determined.  Official Board recommendation to occur 
in February Board of Directors Meeting. 

 
 New Business: 
  Charities Dedicated Fund:  Lois Gellerman and Pastor John were in consultation for the recommendation 

for funds distributed out to both local and non-local causes.  Motion by Lois Gellerman, second by Tony 
Belanger to approve.  Motion carried. 

 
 Motion to adjourn made at 6:15 by Pastor John, second by Tony Belanger.  Motion carried. 
 
 Members Present:  Pastor John, Pastor Tim, Brian Betts, Tim Sullivan, Dale Dix, Tony Belanger, Lois 

Gellerman, Jon Lee, and Caitlin Shuda. 
 
 Members Absent:  Amy Stromley, Ron Karnatz, Paul Vollert and Pauline Szelagowski. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Caitlin Shuda, substituting for Pauline Szelagowski, Recording Secretary 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  



  

THINK SCRIP—February 2015 

2014 Christmas Challenge 

We set a goal to have $325,000 in Scrip sales from November 1-December 24.  We are happy to 
report that we surpassed that goal and ended with a total of $334,694.04 in sales!  We want to thank 
everyone who helped us reach this goal and in return you are helping support the ministry of 
Immanuel Lutheran School. 

Vendor Updates: 

CVS $100--We currently have a few still in-stock, but once they are gone we will no longer 
carry $100 cards in-stock.  $25 cards will continue to be in-stock.  We can special order $100 
cards at any time. 

Kwik Trip --We no longer are carrying $20 cards, but are now carrying $25 cards.  The profit 
will be decreasing to 5% when we have sold out of current stock of 10% cards.   

Shopko --We are no longer able to order $50 cards, but will continue to carry $25 cards and 
now have $100 cards in-stock. 

Tropical Smoothie --We currently have a few cards still in-stock that can be used at the 
Wisconsin Rapids location.  

NEW VENDORS!!! 

Panda Express (8%) $25 —Closest location is in Plover by Kohl’s, but can be used 
nationwide. 

Pizza Ranch (8%) $25 —Closest locations are in the Wisconsin Dells across from Noah’s Ark 
and in Weston, but can be used nationwide. 

Polito’s Pizza (10%) $10 —Can be used at Wisconsin Rapids and Stevens Point locations.  

Taking that special someone out for Valentine’s Day ? THINK SCRIP—Go out to eat and then to a 
movie or maybe spend a weekend getaway at a hotel.  Scrip is available for various restaurants, 
hotels and Rogers Cinema.  Make sure to plan your Valentine’s Day with Scrip. 

Traveling for Spring Break, but don’t know where yo u will be eating or staying? THINK 
SCRIP—By setting up your online ordering account at www.shopwithscrip.com, you can purchase 
ScripNow or Reload Scrip cards using your tablet, computer or smartphone.  

THINK SCRIP—Not seeing a store or restaurant on the Scrip order form?  Go to 
www.shopwithscrip.com or see the print out in the office of the complete list of vendors and specific 
card denominations that are available.  Special orders made before Friday will be ready for pick up by 
Thursday of the following week.  

Scrip is available for purchase at the Immanuel Lutheran School office Monday-Friday from 8:00am-
4:20pm just before the office closes. 

For more information on Immanuel’s Scrip program, go to Immanuel Lutheran School’s website 
(www.immanuelrapids.com) and click on the Scrip tab. 

  



  
ITEMS FOR MARCH NEWSLETTER  

Items from the various organizations and 
committees need to be ready and handed in by 
WEDNESDAY, February 11, 2015  for the MARCH 
2015 NEWSLETTER.  You may send or bring your 
articles to the church office, 111 11th Street North, 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494, call 715-423-3260 or 
email them to mmertens@immanuelrapids.com.  
Thank you.  
. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
The Renaissance and Harmony House 

Pastor John and Pastor Tim will have a Bible 
Study/Chapel Service February 12 at Harmony 
House (2 p.m.) and The Renaissance (2:45 p.m.).  
If you or a family member is a resident at these 
places, we invite you to attend. 
 

 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Blood Pressure Screenings are being 
offered the second Sunday of the 
month by our nurses, who are 
members of our congregation.  They 
will be available in the narthex of the 
church on Sunday, February 8 following 

the early service and before the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service to check your blood pressure.  Thank you 
for helping in this worthwhile project for our 
members. 

 
.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish to thank all of the volunteers who have 
helped at the church and school this past year with 
the yard work of mowing, raking of the leaves, 
checking the boilers, changing the filters, changing 
the light bulbs, checking on the buildings and 
general maintenance.  Your assistance and help is 
greatly appreciated.  Dennis Hall, Temporary 
Property Director. 
 

The Parables of Lent! 
Yes, Ash Wednesday 
and the season of 
Lent will be upon us, 
beginning February 
18. While The Story 
will continue on 
Sundays, the 
Wednesdays of Lent 
will focus on a Biblical 
parable that connects 

us to receiving Justification, the Word, the 
Treasure, Mercy, Grace and Forgiveness. 
Devotions for the 40 days of Lent will also be 
available.  The busyness of life sometimes takes us 
off track.  However, please consider how important 
this time will be for your life and spiritual walk and 
join us as you honor Him.  Services are at 4:30 and 
6:00 with a meal served between the services in 
the church fellowship hall.  The Youth will be 
serving on February 18 and a free will offering will 
be taken to help support the youth service events.     
 

Thank You! 
Thank you for your generosity as over $2,350 was 
raised through the Thrivent-sponsored benefit for 
Kurt Terrill.  It was indeed a good breakfast and 
thank you to all who prepared, served, and 
supported this event.  Thrivent offers this kind of 
opportunity as members have two opportunities per 
calendar year to help with a benefit, a church or 
community project.  You can be very creative and 
you received $250 seed money to help fund the 
event.  Please contact Tim Meyer, Thrivent 
Representative for more information. 
 

 CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 If you have a change of address, please 
phone the church office immediately at 715-423-
3260 or let us know by mail that you are moving 
or have moved.  We pay for each newsletter 
that is returned for change of address from 
the post office.  They DO NOT FORWARD 
BULK MAIL.  
 For those of you who have email please 
call the church office with your email 
address as we are moving towards emailing 
your newsletter to reduce our costs of 
printing and mailing. Thank you in helping 
us.  We will still send out to those who do 
not have an email.   
 



  

Contribution Statements 
The 2014 Contribution statements are available in 
the narthex of the church until February 1 and will 
be in Church office after that.  If you have any 
questions, please call the office and the financial 
secretary will contact you.   
 

 
Give Up Debt for Lent! 

Join Dave Ramsey as he teaches his Financial 
Peace University.  Discover his approach to living 
debt free!  This class will meet every Tuesday for 9 
weeks beginning on February 24 at 6:00 p.m.  The 
classes will be held in the Learning Center of the 
school, contact the church office for more 
information or to sign-up.  You may also sign up 
online through www.immanuelrapids.com. 
 

 
Note of Thanks 

Dear Immanuel Church Family, 
With heartfelt thanks to each 
one of you for the wonderful 
celebration in honor of my 26 
½ years of service as your 
church secretary.  It is hard 
to believe that 26 ½ years 
have gone by already and 
the Lord has blessed me 
with a new chapter in my life 

to serve the Lord in His ministry within the 
community and here at Immanuel.  I am thankful 
that I’ve come to know more of you in the church 
family and have shared good times and sad times 
with you as you have shared with me throughout 
the years too.  But praise to the Lord for He is 
always with us and gives us the wonderful 
blessings we receive each and every day.  Thanks 
to the Lord for the care, support, friendship and 
love that you have shown to me and for the 
beautiful cards and messages and the delicious 
chicken dinner and gifts.  I would like to especially 
thank the committee who organized, decorated the 
church fellowship hall in the beautiful pastel colors 
with flowers and balloons, those who prepared, 
served and cleaned up following the recognition 
dinner.  You made my day very memorable and 
special and thank you. 

In Christ’s love, Sharon Riedel 

 

Evening Guild News 
Evening Guild ladies will meet on Tuesday, 
February 10, 2015 at 7 p.m. in the Church 
Fellowship Hall.  We will vote on Charitable 
Contributions.  Hostesses are Patsy Bretl and Julie 
Hiles.  Health Kit Item to bring is sturdy wide tooth 
combs.  Monthly prayer is for the leaders of our 
country and our congregation. 
 

Bake Sale 
The ladies of Evening Guild will 
have a Bake Sale between 
services on Sunday, February 
15.  There will be Valentine cut-
out cookies, pies, breads, 
cakes, etc.  Stop down for a 
special Valentine treat to take 

home and enjoy for dinner and supper.  Guild 
members are encouraged to have their items to the 
church fellowship hall by 8 a.m.   

Ladies Aid News 
Ladies Aid ladies will meet on Wednesday, January 
28, 2015 at Olympic II Restaurant at 11:30 a.m.  
This will be our Mission and Christian Growth 
program and collect mites.  Hostesses for the 
meeting are Loretta Erickson and Leona Dhein.  
Mark your calendars February 25 at Olympic Ii 
Restaurant at 11:30 a.m. for February meeting. 
 

Project Compassion Volunteers Or New Volunteers 
Start February by coming to the 11:30 a.m. Project 
Compassion meeting in the Conference Room on 
the 1st Tuesday, February 3 .  Come with your 
usual smiles and information about your most 
recent visits.  Let us know how your person is doing 
physically, mentally and spiritually.  After all, we are 
Immanuel visitors and want to bring the Good News 
along with a smile, a touch, things of interest and 
perhaps a little treat.  Former active members will 
want to talk about what is going on now and how 
others they know are doing.  Thank you as you’ve 
gone, prepared to listen with the ears of a 
concerned Christian.  Perhaps you can encourage 
another member to join our group…bring them 
along to our meeting.  Tell them our volunteers visit 
once a month unless they are free to do more.  
You’re the best person to explain that many visits 
leave you feeling good…and who doesn’t want that 
feeling?  After all, you’ve “made” somebody’s day!!  
I look forward to seeing you at 11:30 Tuesday, 
February 3 with your reports.  If you can’t be there, 
come to our home any time after 6:30 until 8:30 to 
update me.  In Christ, Nancy Starr  



  
 

This Is The Feast 
Immanuel will once again be 
offering first communion 
instruction to those who are at 
least in the fifth grade and have 
not yet been instructed.  If you 
haven’t attended and are in the 
confirmation program in sixth, 

seventh or eighth you are also invited to come to 
the class.  The class will meet on Sundays after 
worship in the church fellowship hall from noon – 
1:30 p.m. beginning February 15 and ending March 
22.  Your child will then receive their first 
communion on Maundy Thursday, April 2.  Parents 
and child are encouraged to attend this together.  
Please contact the church office to sign up for the 
classes and also let us know if you will need 
childcare. 

 

Share the Gift of Life 

Blood Donors Needed  

Riverview Hospital Community Blood Bank has 
relied on local volunteers to provide a safe and 
adequate blood supply for area patients for more 
than 50 years.  Only with our support can they 
provide this life-saving service to our local friends 
and neighbors.  Immanuel members can donate 
blood on Monday, February 16 and Tuesday, 
February 17 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Appointments are encouraged to reserve a time at 
715-421-7438 and walk-ins are welcome. 
 

IMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP 
The Immanuel Prayer Group meets every Sunday 
from 10 – 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary of the church 
and we need you to join us too!  Come and pray for 
our church, our community, our country, and your 
special needs.  Come and go as you are able!  God 
CAN do immeasurable more than all we can ask or 
imagine!  Ephesians 3:20. 

 

If You Love To Sing 
If you love to sing you can join the choir, which 
meets on Wednesdays at Church in the Choir 
Room (upstairs) at 7:00 p.m.  Some of the 
members are snowbirds and are gone during 
January, February and March and your voice is 
needed.  Come and join us in singing. 
 

SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 

Board of Directors Meeting – January 19, 2015 

Our Mission Statement 
“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School exists to shar e 
the love of Jesus Christ, grow in faith and serve 
community.” 

Our Vision Statement 

“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School seeks to be a joy 
filled, Christ centered family, equipped, encouraged and 
empowered for acts of love as we honor God throughout the 
community.” 
 
The Board of Directors Minutes from January 19, 
2015 is included in this newsletter. 
   

Officers of the Congregation 
President, Tim Sullivan 715-347-7697 
Vice-President, Dale Dix 715-424-1409 
Treasurer, Jon Lee 715-421-1373 
Recording Secretary, Pauline Szelagowski 715-423-0767  
Financial Secretary, Sharon Riedel (Appointed)  

Directors Of Ministries 
Ministry of Christian Day Sch. Paul Vollert 715-570-6455 
Ministry of Discipleship, Caitlin Shuda 715-424-3170 
Ministry of Human Care, Lois Gellerman 715-421-5829  
Ministry of Outreach, (Vacant)  
Ministry of Parish Ed, (Vacant)  
Ministry of Property, Dennis Hall (Temporary) 715-569-3995 
Ministry of Stewardship, Tony Belanger 715-213-7823 
Ministry of Worship, Ron Karnatz 715-421-5691 
Ministry of Youth, Amy Stromley 715-423-3992 

 
Board of Elders 

Cliff Starr 715-424-2614 
Merlyn Koopman, Dennis Martin, John Sawaska, Irv Vollert, 
and Brian Hanson 

Auxiliaries 
Evening Guild, Diane Reetz 715-424-2824 
Ladies Aid, LaVerne Habeck 715-423-4092 
Men’s Club, Charles Karnatz 715-423-6471 

Professional Staff 
The Rev. John K. Grohs, Senior Pastor 715-423-3260 
The Rev. Timothy M. Ritter, Associate Pastor 715-423-3260 
Tara Barrett, DCE 715-423-3260  
Mr. Brian Betts, Principal 715-423-0272 
Mr. Ted Voelker, Athletic Director 715-423-0272 
Church Office Number – 111 11th St. N. 715-423-3260 
School Office Number – 111 11th St. N. 715-423-0272 
Church Phone Number – 160 8th St. N. 715-423-5190 
Pastor John’s Phone Number  715-410-4160 
Pastor Tim’s Phone Number 715-558-4054 
(Land lines must dial “1” first for both Pastors’ Phone Numbers)  
Emergency Line 715-204-4133 
 

REMINDER NOTE 
TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Please have your reports emailed or brought in to 
the Church Secretary by Wednesday, February 11 
to be included for the Board Meeting on Monday, 
February 16 at 4:45 p.m. (NOTE TIME CHANGE is 
now at 4:45 p.m. and not 6:30 p.m.)   



  

“Joyful Response ” 
I missed church this weekend!  But, the Lord will 
receive my Offering!  How?  Through an Electronic 
Funds Transfer program called “Joyful Response”.  
And, I still get a box of envelopes, to make extra 
offerings.  Come, join me with Joyful Response!  
See Marlene, Church Secretary or by giving her a 
call and she will send you a form. 

2015 Offering Envelopes 
The 2015 Offering Envelopes are available at the 
church office during the week. 

 
LADIES QUILTERS 

Ladies Quilters meet Tuesdays at 8:30 
a.m. in the lower level of the church.  
Come and join the ladies and help with 
the quilting project.  They will be happy 

to help you and show you what to do.  The ladies 
are always in need of inner material for liners such 
as bedding, mattress pads, electric blankets, and 
old blankets.  Please bring to the lower level of the 
church and mark for QUILTING. 
 To make at home these are the quilting 
directions:  Recommended fabric: cotton, cotton 
blends, twill, corduroy, fleece, and bamboo.  
Finished size: 62 X 82.  Seam allowance: ½ inch or 
more.  Tops/backing can be made from whole 
pieces of fabric or any type of patchwork pattern of 
smaller pieces: examples are twelve 21-inch 
squares; forty-eight 11-inch squares; or use 
rectangles or create your own.  (Make sure there 
are no stains or holes in the fabric). 
 

Casual Get-Together Lunch 
The Casual Get-Together Lunch will meet on 
Monday, February 23 at 11:30 a.m. at Perkins for 
those who have lost their spouses.  Invite friends 
and other members, who have lost their spouses to 
come and join us for a brief devotion and great time 
of fellowship and lunch.  If you have questions 
please call Lenora Fletcher at 715-423-7994.   

 

Lutheran Laymen’s League 
 The Lutheran Laymen’s League Zone 17 
meeting will be Friday, February 13  at 6:00 p.m.  
at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 160 Eighth Street 
North.  Swedish Meatball dinner will be served.  A 
video will be shown.  Make your reservations with 
Duane Steinke at 715-423-2716 by Tuesday, 
February 10. 

 

LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Ash Wednesday, February 18 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m.  
Youth Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
February 25 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Guatemala Group Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
March 4 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Immanuel School Parents Serving Lenten Meal – 5 pm 
March 11 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Evening Guild Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
March 18 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Guatemala Group Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
March 25 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Evening Guild Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday, April 2 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Service 
Good Friday, April 3 – 1:00 & 6:00 p.m. Service 
Easter Sunday, April 5 – 6:30, 8:30, & 10:30 a.m.  

All services will have Holy Communion  

 

THANK YOU! 
The Thrivent Action Team was pleased to have so 
many people take part in “Breakfast for Kurtis.”  As 
it turned out, everyone had breakfast WITH Kurtis 
as he was able to attend.  He will be starting 
rehabilitation soon and was very happy with seeing 
so many people and the wonderful donations which 
totaled $2,373.00. 
Thank you to everyone who worked, brought baked 
items, and donated.  This was a wonderful project 
to be involved in and we are very grateful. 

Diane Lieber, Chairperson 
Thrivent Action Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

February Stewardship 
 “Be merciful as your Father in heaven is 
merciful” (Luke 6:36).  The word for mercy that 
Jesus uses here has a more concrete meaning 
than what we typically associate with mercy.  It 
means more than just being kind.  It means to be 
concerned about your neighbor’s state and well-
being. 
 How has our Father in heaven cared for our 
state?  How has he shown His concern for our well-
being?  How has He showered this mercy upon us? 
 He gave Himself.  He sent His only-begotten 
Son in human flesh, to become one of us—a 
man—and to suffer all that we suffer and to endure 
what we endure—a fallen world full of sinful people, 
temptation, the attacks of the devil, and death.  He 
took upon Himself what rightfully belongs to us—sin 
and death—in order that He could give to us what 
rightfully belongs to Him—righteousness, purity, 
eternal life, and victory over the temptation of Satan 
and this fallen world.  That is how He cared for our 
state.  That is how He was concerned for our well-
being.  He entered into our state for the sake of our 
well-being, died in our place, rose for our 
justification, redeemed us to make all things new.  
He entered our state so that by water and His Word 
we would be granted entrance into His state as 
children of our Father in heaven.  In other words, 
He had empathy toward us, which resulted in true 
sympathy. 
 Jesus, therefore, calls the church to empathy 
and sympathy for her neighbors.  “Be merciful even 
as your Father in heaven is merciful.”  He asks the 
church to give of herself, to enter into her 
neighbors’ state for their well-being.  And the 
church gives of herself the only thing in her that is 
worth giving.  As the Body of Christ, she gives 
Christ to her neighbors.  She gives out the same 
mercy that she has received.  She gives the mercy 
that the heavenly Father poured out upon her 
through the sending of His Son.  And she does it 
through the preaching of the forgiveness of sins in 
Word and Deed, in Word and Sacrament.  For this 
is how the church lives—in the forgiveness of sins 
received in the means of grace—and, therefore, 
this is what the church does.  What else can she 
do? 
 And since this is how the church lives and what 
the church does, this is likewise how Christians live 
and what Christians do.  That is why giving to the 
church is so important.  It ensures that the 
proclamation of the forgiveness of sins in Word and 
Deed continues.  It ensures that our neighbors’ 
state and well-being is cared for and attended to.  It 
ensures that our neighbors have access to our 

heavenly Father’s mercy just as we have received it 
here in time for all eternity. 
 Therefore, I say, let us be merciful even as our 
Father in heaven is merciful. 
 

College, Technical or 
Military Bound 

 Please let the Church Office know if you are 
going to college, technical school or into the military 
and what your current address will be so our church 
records can be updated.  Need your name, school 
you will be attending, address that you will receive 
mail at or if going into the military your mailing 
address.  If you have an email please include this 
information too. 
 If you have finished your schooling and have 
relocated please let us know your current address 
so we can update our files and what your current 
occupation is also.  If you have an email please 
include this too.  Send to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church Office, 111 11th Street North, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI 54494 or email to 
mmerten@immanuelrapids.com or by calling 715-
423-3260, ext. 10.  
 
. 

BETHESDA THRIFT SHOP 

In February we begin our seasonal clearance sale 
with 25% off all clothing and shoes (and the store is 
still loaded with clothing and more coming out each 
day)...changing to 50% off later in the 
month.  On Feb. 27-28 we will have 50% off almost 
everything in the store.  We have various Valentine 
items and can we suggest using your tax refund for 
our great selection of NEW furniture or 
mattresses.  Just to let you know our progress, we 
are a non-profit organization that took in 
$265,751.00 in sales last year with 65% of that 
going to enhance the lives of the intellectually and 
physically disabled folks we serve.  The 35% of the 
income is needed for rent, buying new furniture and 
mattresses and store supplies.  At this rate we 
should take in our 2 millionth dollar in August!  
There is no pay roll at our store – every one 
working at the store including management serves 
as a volunteer.  We have about 130 volunteers who 
worked 15,000 hours this past year.  We had 
33,000 customers and 4,300 donations this past 
year.  Thanks again for your continued support. 

 

 



  

ARTS COUNCIL 

Dallas Brass – February 20, 2015 – Tickets are 
$24.  Founded in Dallas, Texas in 1983 by Michael 
Levine, the Dallas Brass has become one of 
America’s foremost musical ensembles.  The group 
has established a unique blend to traditional brass 
instruments with a full complement of drums and 
percussion, which creates a performing entity of 
extraordinary range and musical challenges.  The 
Dallas Brass repertoire includes classical 
masterpieces, Dixieland, swing, Broadway, 
Hollywood and patriotic music.  Tickets are 
available at the Arts Council, 1040 8th Street South, 
Suite 101 or by calling 715-424-2787, they also 
have flex pass pricing 6+ show season ticket save 
15%; 5 show season ticket save 10%; and 4 show 
season ticket save 5%.  Church Basement Ladies: 
“The Last Potluck Supper” will be the entertainment 
on April 10, 2015 and the cost is $34.    

 
LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRY 

Lutheran Hour radio program will no longer be 
heard on WFHR 1320 AM.  The Lutheran Hour will 
be on the following radio stations on Sunday: 
WAXX 104.5 FM at 6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM at 8 
a.m.; WDUX 92.7 FM at 8 a.m.; WSAU 99.9 FM at 
8:30 a.m.; WCWI at 9 a.m.; WRVM 101.3 at 10 
a.m. 
 February 1 – “Boring? Not Likely!”  (Based on 
Mark 1:21-28) – Jesus’ enemies considered Him 
too dangerous to let live, but we have wrapped the 
Savior in a cloak of dullness. 
 February 8 – “The Gospel’s Power for 
Gracious Living” (Based on 1 Corinthians 9:18-
23) – Christ empowers His followers to live lives 
that encourage, affirm, and serve others. 
 February 15 – “Searching for Love – Listen 
to Jesus” (Based on Mark 9) – Jesus is God’s love 
in action for you.  Listen to Him!. 
 February 22 – “Regrets, Reality, and Grace-
filled Restoration”  (Based on Luke 15) – Through 
Christ’s forgiveness, regrets give way to 
restoration. 
 

A-men January Gathering 
A-Men January gathering will meet at St. Paul Café 
Koinonia on Tuesday, January 27 at 6 p.m. for food 
and fellowship with the program at 6:30.  Video 
presentation of LHM Rev. Ken Klaus and his series 
on the Baloney Shop.  Our February meeting will 
be the 24th and we will tour ODC in Wisconsin 
Rapids. 

Ruby’s Pantry 
Ruby’s Pantry Food Distribution takes place the 
third Saturday of each month (February 21) at East 
Gate Alliance Church, 2203 East Becker Road, 
Marshfield, WI.  The food distribution is available 
for anyone regardless of financial income or place 
of residence.  Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. and 
food distribution begins at 9:00 a.m. until 
approximately 10:30 a.m.  Please bring two large 
boxes or baskets to put the items in.  The cost is 
$20 per share to cover the transportation cost of 
the food.  You will receive approximately 72# of 
food stuff which vary each month that are donated 
directly from manufacturers:  bread, chicken, 
potatoes, onions, cereal, milk, yogurt, pizza, etc.  
Questions please call 715-387-3654. 

 
Empty Bowls 

The third annual Empty Bowls will be Saturday, 
February 21, 2015 at First English Lutheran Church 
at 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Guests will enjoy a meal, 
fellowship and the opportunity to bid on dozens of 
raffle baskets.  A hearty meal of soup and bread 
will be served in a handmade pottery bowl in 
exchange for a donation of $10. 

 

Help and Hope for Aging 
On Saturday, March 21, 2015, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church Stephen Ministry will be hosting an event 
that addresses issues related to Aging.  This event 
will be helpful to aging individuals and their families.  
Proposed topics planned are:   
• What to expect as loved ones age and can no 

longer care for themselves. 
• Recognizing, preventing, strategies for 

caregiver stress/burden; role reversal and 
maintain dignity. 

• What does power attorney mean?  How to 
activate the Power of Attorney?  What are 
resources available for elderly and their 
caregivers? 

• Spiritual Care for elderly “Where do I find 
hope?” to include information about providing 
the message that God loves them, addressing 
spiritual distress (need for forgiveness, torn 
relationships). 

Specific details are in the works and will be made 
available in the near future. 
 
 
 



  

Camp Luther News 
Cottage Retreats This Winter – Enjoy a cottage 
retreat at Camp Luther this winter.  Our cottages 
have everything you will need for a relaxing 
getaway in the midst of God’s beautiful creation.  
Spend the day cross country skiing or snowshoeing 
then settle in for a cozy evening next to the 
fireplace.  Stay for a weekend or a week.  Camp 
Luther offering a special rate that is 30% off of our 
regular rate.   
 
Registration For Summer Camp 2015  – An 
exciting summer is planned for all ages at Camp 
Luther.  Youth in grades 3-9 have many options for 
camp that allow you to pick just the right “fit” for 
each child.  “Pathfinder”  is an exciting week camp 
for youth in grades 3-6.  “Trailblazer”  is a special 
week camp for youth grades 5-9.  Both allow 
campers a choice to stay in one of five outpost 
villages or in the dormitory-style Retreat Center.  
Activities with camper groups provide opportunities 
for friendships and faith to grow.  What is “Every 
Kid To Camp?” – It is a ministry that sends kids to a 
week of summer camp at Camp Luther in Three 
Lakes at no expense to their parents.  Kids in 
grades 3-8, who have never attended a summer 
camp at Camp Luther, qualify to attend.  The 
ministry goal is that every child in our district, and 
beyond, attends a week of summer camp before 
they reach the ninth grade.  Please consider giving 
so more children have the opportunity to 
experience Christ through Camp Luther.  You can 
help send kids to summer camp through your gifts.  
Check out “Every Kid to Camp” under the “Get 
Involved” tab at www.campluther.com. 
 Not quite ready for a whole week of camp???  
“Discovery Camp”  is an excellent introductory 
camp for 3-5th grades.  It is all the fun of youth 
camp packed into four days instead of six!  
Campers also get to experience housing in one of 
our awesome villages.  We are now accepting 
registrations at www.campluther.com. 
 
Camp Luther “Explorer Camp”  is designed to be 
a starting point for campers who have completed 
grades 1, 2 or 3 to come to Camp Luther on their 
own.  This weekend program includes activities 
like: parachute games, canoeing, swimming, arts 
and crafts, Christian growth, campfire devotions, 
and more.  Our program even includes a bedtime 
story and snack! 

 

 

Health Events at Riverview 
In Our Hearts Forever Group  will meet Tuesday, 
February 3 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Riverview 
Medical Center’s lower level conference room.  
This group consists of people who have 
experienced a pregnancy loss, stillbirth or newborn 
death or suffered the same losses and wish to 
encourage and comfort one another.  New 
members and support persons are always 
welcome; but the group asks that no children 
attend.  No fee or registration is required.  For more 
information, please email 
inourheartsforever@gmail.com. 
Women’s Cancer Support Group  will meet 
Monday, February 9 from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. in the 
lower level conference center at Riverview Medical 
Center.  “The Benefits of Reiki” will be presented by 
Sue Goessl with Serenity Reiki Healing Studio in 
Wisconsin Rapids.  Light refreshments will be 
served. 
Men’s Cancer Support Group  will meet Tuesday, 
February 10 from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. in the lower 
level conference center at Riverview Medical 
Center.  There is no cost to attend and no 
registration needed.  New members are always 
welcome.  “Radiation Therapy: How We Got From 
There To Here” will be presented by Vicki Mullins, 
radiation therapist with UW Cancer Center 
Riverview.  Light refreshments will be served. 
 

AARP Tax Aide Program 
This is a free assistance for low to middle-income 
taxpayers, with special attention to those age 60 
and old.  Volunteer counselors, trained in 
cooperation with the IRS, are available every 
Monday, Wednesday and selected Thursdays 
Starting February 2 (8 a.m. until 3 p.m.) at the 
Lowell Center.  Appointments are necessary by 
calling 715-422-2776 between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. Monday through Friday to schedule your 
personal tax appointment.  Appointments will be 
determined on a first-call, first-serve basis.  As a 
reminder, although this is a free service, donations 
are appreciated and would greatly benefit Lowell 
Center programming.   Be prepared to bring copies 
of your 2013 tax returns, W-2 Forms for 2014, 
Social Security benefit state for 2014, pension 
statements, 1099 forms, social security card for 
those that are filing, a picture ID, real estate taxes 
paid in 2014, and any forms received in the mail 
from the IRS.  If you are filing Homestead credit, 
bring your 2014 property tax bill (whether paid or 
not), or a completed, signed rental certificate. 
 



  
 

FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

George Czlapinski 02/01 
Darlene Fogarty 02/01 
Gordon Hofer 02/01 
Shelby Krug 02/01 
Stephanie Pierce 02/01 
Norm Sering 02/01 
Chris Becker 02/02 
Sue Tenpas 02/02 
Heather Gillett 02/03 
Donna Hanneman 02/03 
Charles Karnatz 02/03 
Dale Behrend 02/04 
Jesirae Heuer 02/04 
Sean MacPherson 02/04 
Mabel Miller 02/04 
Rylan Oertel 02/04 
Lois Rucks 02/04 
Mandy Schroeder 02/04 
Gabby Trickle 02/05 
Andrew Walters 02/05 
Stacy Brock 02/06 
Nancy Ramker 02/06 
Ben Sisco 02/06 
Nancy Starr 02/06 
Marguerite Berg 02/07 
Scott Boellaard 02/07 
Lila Lieber 02/07 
Marlene Mertens 02/07 
Dolly Sering 02/07 
Kiara Kiwak 02/08 
Adelyn Nash 02/08 
Virginia Fredrick 02/09 
“Bud” Marti 02/09 
Jacob Ninneman 02/09 
Rick Kehrberg 02/10 
Jay Bremmer 02/12 
Michael Carlson 02/12 
Matt Hofer 02/12 
Bob Kawalske 02/12 
Tyler Knorr 02/12 
Alex Macomber 02/12 

Jacob Mancl 02/12 
Jill Morman 02/12 
Mary Shearier 02/12 
Brad Behrend 02/13 
Eldon Engelman 02/13 
Dan Fink 02/13 
Kennedy McDonald 02/13 
Ellis Munro 02/13 
Lilly Reetz 02/13 
Zayden Dillman 02/14 
Lucas McDonald 02/14 
Chris Nash 02/14 
Cody Sarver 02/14 
Bob Thompson 02/14 
Ben Tilberg 02/14 
Reid Tilberg 02/14 
Russ Wilson 02/14 
Madison Babcock 02/15 
Selena Braaksma 02/15 
Justin Dahl 02/15 
Aiden Eisberner 02/15 
Alicia Hankins 02/15 
Howard Heinrich 02/15 
Scott Lieber 02/15 
Wanda Saeger 02/15 
Debra Davis 02/16 
Lincoln Manning 02/16 
Brian Trautschold 02/16 
Amie Pavloski 02/17 
Karen Pisula 02/17 
Adalay Walters 02/17 
Dick Wood 02/17 
Karlee Goetz 02/18 
Wayne Haefner 02/18 
Alex Kundert 02/18 
Breanna Emery 02/19 
Jeff McMiller 02/19 
Dave Frater 02/20 
Carissa Grohs 02/20 
Heidi Gross 02/20 
Brian Hanson 02/20 

Michelle Hartjes 02/20 
L. Sue Haugh 02/20 
Kylie Jensen 02/20 
Andrew Koch 02/20 
Richard Neumann 02/20 
Cheryl  Shepard 02/20 
Jeff Bubolz 02/21 
Justin Fink 02/21 
Doris Berg 02/23 
Drew Heinrich 02/23 
Sam Muraski 02/23 
Anissa Wills 02/23 
Lyn Andreasen 02/24 
Linda Engelbright 02/24 
Justin Fink 02/24 
Gavin Glaman 02/24 
Derrick Mrozinski 02/24 
Hailey Wilhorn 02/24 
Leona Dhein 02/25 
Lori Fredrick 02/25 
Kim Crabb 02/26 
LaVerne Garnett 02/26 
Andrew Muraski 02/26 
Carrie Nelson 02/26 
David Rezin 02/26 
Randal Lechner 02/27 
Madelynn Stahl 02/27 
Dennis Werner 02/27 
Ethan Wilhorn 02/27 
Laura Jackan 02/28 
Jeanne Mahoney 02/28 
Katie Merriman 02/28 
Suzie Miller 02/28 
Philip Molepske 02/28 
Patricia Oligney 02/28 
Marv Rohm 02/28 
Dave Schwerzel 02/28 
Megan Wilhorn 02/28 

 

ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT  to be held at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 604 South Chestnut Avenue, 
Marshfield, WI on Sunday, March 1, 2015 at 4:00 p.m.  Dr. John Behnke is Professor of Music at Concordia 
University in Mequon, Wisconsin.  “There is no higher honor on earth than to make music in the house of the 
Lord.” says Dr. Behnke.  Celebrate with Immanuel, Marshfield as they dedicate their new organ. 
 
THE CODY CLAUSON TRIO  will present “Warming Up Winter” Concert on Friday, February 13, 2015 at 2:30 
p.m. at the Wisconsin Rapids Community Theatre, Wisconsin Rapids.  Tickets are available at WRCT or 715-
421-0435 with $16 General Admission and Groups of 10 or more $12 each.   


